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of to-day but that since the late Tokugawa litres
when plebeian taste overrode delicacy, patterns
have gone wild. This wildness is best seen in
the modern wedding kiwonc. At present, an
all-over design is used on them and on most other
kimono.
Design in formal kimono for women used to
graduate from the hem of the kimwio upward.,
unless it was small and inconspicuous. The back
and chest tegions were left plain. Less formal
kimono had all-over designs but the subdued hues
of the old dye caused one shade to blend into
another. The custom of putting the pattern only
around the hem of a kimono has almost gone out of
style though some still prefer it for afternoon wear.
Its origin, according to legend seems to have
been in Ashikaga times when a certain samurai
was killed in battle and his family was left desti-
tute. Some years later the samara?s overlord sent
fot the young son of the family. The impoverish-
ed mother was desperate for want of a suitable
kiwono. Finally she took an old garment and
put a fine piece of cloth across the sleeves and chest.
A tea ceremony teacher on seeing the child at the
Jaimyo's palace was so taken with the idea that he
introduced the fashion. Later, this ornamenta-
tion was moved to the hem.